
   Manchester JVG stu-
dent, Andrew Phelps, 
gave his dad a very 
special graduation pre-
sent.   His dad, Ronnie 
Phelps, could not attend 
Manchesterôs regular 
graduation held at the 
Siegel Center, because 
he is confined to a nurs-
ing home due to an in-
jury from a car accident.  
Andrew asked his prin-
cipal, Mr. Pete Koste, if 
he could move his 
graduation ceremony to 
the nursing home so his 
dad could see his only 
son receive his diploma. 
   Mr. Koste agreed and 
Andrew received his di-
ploma at a special cere-
mony held in the recrea-
tion room of Stratford 
Hall Nursing Home. All 
of Andrewôs teachers, 
counselors and adminis-
trators were in atten-
dance. There were a lot 
of ñtears of joyò shed as 

Andrew made his wish for 
his father to see him gradu-
ate come true. 
     Mr. Gainous, his JVG 
Teacher/Specialist, said that 
Andrew is a very dedicated 
and hard working young man 
and that he is one of the very 
best JVG students that he 
has every taught. 
   Andrew is very close to his 
dad and keeping up with 
everything at school and 
work has been emotionally 
draining this year, but he has 
persevered.   
   He had worked along- side 
his dad in the family busi-
ness for 
years and 
plans to 
continue 
working in 
the busi-
ness full-
time after 
gradua-
tion. 
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JVG for Bryant Project Opportunity 
has been quite busy and productive!  
Our up-to-date career focused work-
shops by way of JVG & Career Center 
Partnership have been a hit for our 
JVGerõs!  The workshops include Know 
Your Credit Score, Dress for Success, 
Rock that Interview, Career Exploration 
& Career Planning, My Post-Secondary 
Plan, Job Search 101, and Filling out On
-line Applications.  JVG participants 
have raved about the information 
learned as well as how it has helped 
their own personal and professional 
career journeys.  In addition, they have 
really developed a great support net-
work for each other; they have earned 
the name, Team Resource!  We look 
forward to celebrating our achieve-
ments at the End of the Year workshop 

in May! 

JVG Leaders, Liliana Aquino 
Jimenez, Alexandria David, and Nancy 
Malta attended the JAG National Stu-
dent Leadership Conference Luncheon 
at the Omni Hotel in Washington, DC. 
This formal event provided an opportu-
nity for our young ladies to showcase 
their etiquette skills, but most of all, a 
celebration for all the hard work theyõve 
put in towards their academics, career, 

and personal/social endeavors.   

The Project Opportunity Annual 
Teen Mom Resource Day took place at 
INOVA Fairfax Hospital where JVG stu-
dents learned information on Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome, poison preven-
tion in the home, and nurturing learn-
ing activities to support their childõs 
development.  Prior to the presenta-
tions, booths were set up for students 
to meet representatives from neighbor-
ing social services agencies to collect 
information about the community re-

sources that are available. 

Once again, our charitable & loyal 
local church, New Hope sponsored our 
Annual Holiday Party by donating holi-

speaking about their personal career & 
post secondary goals and plans to a 
business /community leader and chair-
man for the Virginia Workforce Council.  
Barry Glenn, CEO of JVG and Liz Link, 
JVG Program Manager for Northern VA 

were present.   

JVG/Project Opportunity students 
enjoyed a field trip to the Washington 
D.C. Newseum where they learned 
about how and why news is made.  The 
Newseum is a 250,000-square-foot mu-
seum of news and offers an experience 
that blends five centuries of news his-
tory with up -to-the-second technology 
and hands-on exhibits.  Students are still 

buzzing about the fun experience had!  

We had six successful JVG mem-
bers graduate in February and our fabu-
lous Tatiana Zavaleta won the Project 
Opportunity & Kenneth R. Plum Award.  
Many of our JVG graduates were 
awarded scholarships and recognitions. 
Kudos Ladies!  We are looking forward 
to as well as preparing for our June 
graduation where potentially 14 
JVGerõs will graduate!  Our graduating 
seniors are working diligently to suc-
cessfully complete their coursework 
responsibilities and implement a plan of 

action for life after Bryant HS. 
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day gifts to our young mothers and 
their children.  We are so grateful for 
their kindness and generosity in reach-
ing out to our teen parenting program 

(for eight consecutive years-WOW). 

JVG/Project Opportunity students 
participated in a dynamic, interactive, 
hand clapping, and foot stomping Fam-
ily Involvement Workshop.  Kofi Dennis 
from the Wolf Trap Foundation en-
gaged the students in a practical and 
very entertaining learning activity that 
mother and child can do on a daily ba-
sis.  The staff and students commented 
on this being one of the òbestó work-
shops ever and it was a very touching 

experience for all involved.  

JVG students and their families 
attended Super Saturday, a Bryant an-
nual event to present concise informa-
tion on the Federal Applications for 
Free Student Aid (FAFSA) as well as the 
process of applying for all types of finan-
cial aid.  This yearõs speakers were repre-
sentatives from the Financial Aid Office 
at American University.  Efforts were 
coordinated by our award -winning BHS 
Career Development Coordinator, 

Zelma Chamberlain. 

One of our own JVG members, 
Ahõzia Dorsey won the Bronze Medal 
for her empowering service project at 
the Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) Local Com-
petition at Madison HS in Vienna, VA.  
At the end of April, she proceeded to 
attend the FCCLA State Competition in 
Virginia Beach and won the Silver 
Medal!  We are so very proud of Ahõzia 

and her accomplishments! 

JVG leaders & members, Liliana 
Aquino Jimenez, Caroly Urrutia, Jameal 
Mcleod, and Kadesha Wimbush repre-
sented Bryant JVG/Project Opportunity 
in a positive and professional light 
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competition in Virginia Beach. 


